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This presentation will describe lessons learned in Texas as the state confronts one of the 
forensic DNA community’s elephants in the room—that DNA mixture interpretation is 
challenging and laboratories have not always interpreted complex mixtures properly.  Ms. 
Garcia will describe how Texas became aware of the issue, what the Texas Forensic Science 
Commission did in response and how stakeholders have developed a plan to identify and notify 
potentially affected defendants in literally tens of thousands of cases.  She will discuss what 
Texas observed regarding the crucial role of SWGDAM and the accrediting bodies, where the 
gaps in oversight are and what work remains to be done through the OSAC process.  Ms. 
Garcia will make the case for review of DNA mixture cases by any laboratory that may not have 
applied statistical methods properly (in particular the Combined Probability of 
Inclusion/Exclusion) and warn against viewing probabilistic genotyping software as a blackbox 
savior in light of what Texas has already observed for mixture recalculations using the 
software.     
 

 


